
 

 
Message from

Patricia Kawahara - Principal
September 21, 2023

Dear Sycamore Valley Families: 

I hope you and your family are well. Yesterday we had our first smokey school
day. Thank you to the volunteers who jumped in to help at the last
minute. While we did not need to call indoor recess we did open an indoor
space for children who wanted or needed an indoor option. Everyone’s
flexibility on this was greatly appreciated! (More information on smoke day
protocols below).  
Keep reading for some dates to remember, information about the Facilities
Visioning Town Hall Meeting, clubs opportunities for 4th and 5th grade
students, smoke day protocols, job opportunities, seconds at lunch and district
updates.  

Remember - No School for students on Monday and Tuesday next week,
September 25th and September 26th.

Dates to Remember:
09/21 - Festival Around the World
09/25 - No School
09/26 - No School
10/02-10/06 - Conference Week - Min. Day Schedule
10/11 - Photo Make-Up / Re-Take Day
10/11 - Sharky Cinema
Town Hall Meeting:
This past Thursday the district hosted a Facilities Visioning Town Hall for
schools in our area. Each school brought a team, comprised of staff, parent
and student representatives. The team was charged with considering a first
draft proposal for long range plans to update campuses and provide



feedback. More information will be shared as we work through this process. I
want to extend a big thank you to Stephanie Polyzos, Steve Hewett,
Barbara Jones and Ed and Roben Pan for attending the meeting and providing
thoughtful feedback.  

Club Opportunities:
We are delighted to be able to offer three club opportunities for our 4th and 5th
grade Sharks. 
4th Grade:
No Place for Hate (meetings will held at lunch)
Information Presentation: October 4th between 11:20am and 11:40am
5th Grade: 
No Place for Hate (meetings will be held at lunch)
Student Leadership (meetings will be held at lunch)
Yearbook (meetings will be held after school)
Information Presentation: October 3rd from 10:15am - 10:45am
 
Student Leadership will be run by Kim Cory and Amy Smoller. No Place for
Hate is a new club for us. The club centers on student-led initiatives to
positively impact school climate and is affiliated with the Anti-Defamation
League. Sarah Reardon and Katie Inkabi will run the club in conjunction with
Mrs. Wondolowski as our parent consultant. Yearbook is run in partnership
with PTA. In accordance with district protocols, additional information regarding
the time commitment, types of activities, sign-up processes and an opt-out link
will be shared with parents on October 3rd (5th Grade) and October 4th (4th
Grade).
 
Smoke Day Protocols:
We are in the midst of the wildfire season and, unfortunately, our air quality is
impacted. Sycamore Valley Elementary follows the guidelines set forth by the
School District. The following is information provided from the San Ramon
Valley Unified School District website. 
SRVUSD has chosen to use AirNow.gov to measure air quality because it is
considered the most precise measurement for accurate readings and is
considered the gold standard.  
AirNow's Air Quality Index (AQI) data is based on the EPA standards and is
calculated using a complex algorithm that uses longer averages during periods
of stable air quality and shorter averages when air quality is changing rapidly.
AirNow's sensors are state regulated and regularly maintained to ensure the

https://www.airnow.gov/?city=Danville&state=CA&country=USA


quality of the data as compared to other measurements.   
Decisions about Air Quality levels and school activities in SRVUSD are
normalized on an Air Quality Guidelines Chart (PDF) that is provided to
every school site and very much aligns with what our partners in education use
to make their decisions. 
View the SRVUSD Air Quality Guidelines Chart (PDF)

Job Opportunities:
We have been fortunate to welcome new team members to our staff this year
and we still have a few more openings. Please help us by spreading the word.
Substitute Paras: This year we are able to request coverage when one of our
para team members are out. If you are interested in being in the sub pool,
please complete an application through EdJoin.  
Vocal Music Para (grades TK-2nd: Do you know someone who loves to
sing? If so, please send them our way.  
Rainbow Room Para Support: This part time position focuses on individual
student Social Emotional support through a play based approach.  
I am happy to discuss these positions with anyone who might be interested so
please feel free to send folks my way. Thank you for spreading the word!

Meal Information:
If your child has been enjoying the hot meals here at school. Please check out
this link for more specific information about the meal program. 
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-
Nutrition/index.html

District Updates:
SRVUSD is one of the highest performing school districts in the nation.
However, over the next two years both a local voter-approved funding
measure will expire and the District will have exhausted $6 million in State
funds that have been supporting our schools. These funding sources are
currently used to support core academic programs, small class sizes, and
programs that help ensure students are prepared for college and careers. To
learn more about steps the District is taking to supplement and replace the loss
of this funding and maintain high student achievement, please visit
www.srvusd.net/HighQualityEd. 
 
Advocacy Day:
Register today for Advocacy Day 2023! Our goal is to help our families and
schools come together so we can all help our children thrive. Because after
all...it's about the kids. Hear from California State Superintendent Tony
Thurmond and a Superintendent's panel, including Dr. John Malloy. Students,
parents and community members are all welcome to register and attend.

https://www.srvusd.net/documents/School-Safety/Safe-School-Programs/Air-Quality-Information/Air-Quality-Guidelines-Chart-PDF.pdf
https://www.srvusd.net/documents/School-Safety/Safe-School-Programs/Air-Quality-Information/Air-Quality-Guidelines-Chart-PDF.pdf
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-Nutrition/index.html
http://www.srvusd.net/HighQualityEd
https://www.srvcouncilpta.org/advocacy-day
https://www.srvcouncilpta.org/advocacy-day


 
Exchange Club 9/11 Essay Competition:  
The Exchange Club of the San Ramon Valley invites students in grades 1-12
to participate in their essay contest in remembrance of September 11, 2001.
Essays are due by September 29, 2023.
See all details in their 2023 application.
Innovation Tri-Valley’s 13th Annual DreamMakers and RiskTakers Award
Nominations:   
The event will take place on November 7th, 2023. The application is now open
and will close on Friday, October 6, at 5:00 p.m. Students can self-nominate,
or parents/educators can nominate a student. Please review all details in the
nomination portal.
 
Child Nutrition Department Job Opportunities:
SRVUSD is hosting a hiring and interviewing event for kitchen positions! Check
out the great job opportunities we have to serve students delicious meals. Paid
training and lots of schedule options. With more staff, we can accomplish our
goals to serve more students cooked-from-scratch meals and reduce lunch
wait times. View our current job openings.

What: SRVUSD Kitchen Positions Hiring and Interviewing Event
When: Monday, September 25, 2023, come anytime from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30
p.m.
Where: 3280 Crow Canyon Road, San Ramon
Questions: Email SRVUSDEats@srvusd.net or call 925-871-8503

Thank you,
Patricia Kawahara

GO SHARKS!
 

IMPORTANT DATES

09/21 - Festival Around the World 5:00pm - 7:00pm - Blacktop
09/21 - Family Game Night Tickets go on sale at 7:00pm
09/22 - Spirit Day - Wear Sharkwear or blue clothing
09/25 - No School
09/26 - No School
09/28 - Sharky Cinema Ticket Sales 
09/29 - Spirit Day - Wear Sharkwear or blue clothing
10/02 - 10/06- Conference Week - Min. Day Schedule
10/04 - Dippin Dots
10/06 - Family Game Night
10/11 - School Photo Retakes
10/11 - Sharky Cinema

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XG9wurmQs5S9ALbTApBm01NBLZWMk0PA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XG9wurmQs5S9ALbTApBm01NBLZWMk0PA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMAu-mjPLjapuhBllmkwv3PMAyIngUvBtCc4T8IIpECJZMrg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMAu-mjPLjapuhBllmkwv3PMAyIngUvBtCc4T8IIpECJZMrg/viewform
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/Jobs?keywords=san ramon valley &searchType=all&states=24&regions=&jobTypes=28&days=0&onlineApps=false
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/Jobs?keywords=san ramon valley &searchType=all&states=24&regions=&jobTypes=28&days=0&onlineApps=false


10/18 - Dippin Dots
10/18 - Shark Fund Meeting
10/26 - Recess with Danville P.D.
10/31 - Halloween Parade
10/31 - Adjusted Wednesday Schedule

  
Attendance Line

Please call the attendance line 
to report an absence:

925-855-2898
AR 5113 States that all absences which are not cleared

within two days after a student's return to school shall be
recorded as unexcused (CUT). 

Reminder:
If your child will be absent from school, please call the attendance line

(925) 855-2898. State your name and relationship, your child's name, grade
and teacher name along with the reason for absence. If your child is ill, please
let us know what symptoms your child is experiencing.

If your child has COVID-19, please notify the school office.
If you choose not to leave illness details, you will receive a call from the
attendance office asking for more information.

It is our responsibility to maintain the health and safety of our school community and
we ask for your cooperation. Your student's private health information will not be
shared beyond administrative or nursing staff.

Note: Even if you have notified your child's teacher, please call the attendance line
to record the absence!

Thank you.
 

Reminder: Reminder: 
If you need to drop-off items for yourIf you need to drop-off items for your

child or their teacher, child or their teacher, 
please call the school officeplease call the school office

when you arrive at the main gate.when you arrive at the main gate.   
(925) 855-2800

 
 



Become a Sycamore Corporate Sponsor 2023-2024! 

For all the exciting details, check out the attached flyer. 
 
To become a corporate sponsor, contact
Katerina McCormack katerinitsa@aol.com and
Christine Hoffman mrschristinehoff@gmail.com  
 
Let's make this school year unforgettable, together! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/4284f468-9ae6-4dd9-8896-0f74dcff2faa.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:katerinitsa@aol.com
mailto:mrschristinehoff@gmail.com


 

Sycamore is excited to be hosting our annual Festival Around the World
on September 21st on the black top. 
If you have questions: email sukhdeepsull@gmail.com. 

Family Game Night
Tickets will go on sale September 21st at 7:00pm

Sharky invites your family to Sycamore for an evening of bingo, trivia, prizes,
dinner and a ton of fun on Friday, October 6th! Dinner will be served at 6:00pm
and games will begin at 6:30pm. This is not a drop-off event. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Tickets will go on sale 9/21 at 7 PM (they sell out quickly): 
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store

mailto:sukhdeepsull@gmail.com
https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store


Please note: this is a limited 150 person capacity event -
Please limit your party to immediate household members only.

No tickets will be sold at the door 

 

Extracurricular Extension Programs for Grades 3 - 5 in the
subjects of Science, Language, Arts, Math and Research!

Thank you to those that attended our SLAM Info Night! If you missed it, you
can check out the presentation here and get all the information you need about
SLAM on our website. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v3cCcBYw91mGqMWlqq6SjLlQeGT_cMsxc2ySqBKDb1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/sycamoreslam/home


 
SLAM Program signups are now open! 
Please sign up your students here. 

 
Most SLAM programs are best suited for 3rd-5th graders, however, several
programs this year are open to students from grades 1-2 also (if there is
enough interest and we have enough parent volunteers).
 
We are still looking for parent volunteers and coaches to help lead the
following programs: 
 

Odyssey of the Mind
Research 
Science Builder's Challenge
Science Olympiad 

 
All SLAM volunteers are required to have level 1 clearance through the district
(level 2 or 3 may be required in certain circumstances). Please see the
district's volunteer requirements. Learn more about the open roles in SLAM
and sign up to volunteer here.

   Any questions about SLAM? 
Please email :  gosycamoreslam@gmail.com

 

Run For Education
Click on this link to register:

https://raceroster.com/events/2023/64853/the-2023-run-for-education-san-ramon

FLYER

https://sites.google.com/view/sycamoreslam/sign-up?authuser=0
https://www.srvusd.net/Students-and-Families/Volunteer-Requirements/index.html
https://sites.google.com/view/sycamoreslam/volunteer?authuser=0
mailto:gosycamoreslam@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PqggT6SJlCnNjTIldX3z8wQSeO_Qp3SwCUDFPficH9jAPElNMeueWAh5k-LQySKeWIZ417B5nrjjxuSKP4nJ_KAlJDFEQxzutfIF4NChvUn7IZhlRCtUFddJWkQsYGvqQWcwa8AGnpE=&c=kC1H2iDCn77pNWo55da42Zp8GegqjKkuHk_uC7rll_6XrTUuMZ5qyw==&ch=UkJX_Hiyr2BCPXW-xZz2egRqPBB-xLfU4M7HHvvGyETm4VI4b2A4vQ==
https://raceroster.com/events/2023/64853/the-2023-run-for-education-san-ramon
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/04ea695d-bd3b-4ae8-9297-87daa1832419.pdf?rdr=true


Sharky Cinema:
Join us for the October Sharky Cinema after school on Wednesday, October
11th from 12:50-2:30 pm to watch the movie, The Addams Family 2, with
theater snacks in the MPR! Tickets for this fantastic event will be available on
the Future Fund Store  beginning 9/28 at 7pm! 
(Tickets sellout quickly) https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store
 
Additionally, you can guarantee your child a spot and get involved by
volunteering for an event. Sign up as a volunteer on SignUpGenius and be
part of the fun while ensuring a memorable experience for your child and their
friends. Don't miss this opportunity to make the event even more special! 
 

https://sycamorevalley.futurefund.com/store
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4FADAE2BA0FC1-sharky#/


Dippin’ Dot Calendar:
10/04 , 10/18
Dippin Dot Pre-pay Punch Cards are Back!

 
Punch cards can be purchased for $25.00 at all Dippin Dot

Wednesday events with cash or check made payable to "Sycamore Shark
Fund” 

Prepay for 5 Dippin' Dots, get one free
Save time in line
No need to bring money to school
Families can share one card
100% of proceeds benefit your students at Sycamore

Shark Fund would like to Thank You for your support with our 
Wednesday Dippin' Dot Wednesday Fundraiser.

In just two events, Dippin dots has sold over $2,800!!!!!!

Kindergarten Sales @ 11:30 am near the Kinder playground
1st-5th Grade Sales @ 12:50-1:10pm near the back MPR/blacktop entrance

Lost Punch Cards or any other Dippin Dot questions please contact
 Dippin' Dot Dana Claffey

925-407-7178 Dana.claffey@gmail.com 

mailto:Dana.claffey@gmail.com


Do you need a way to keep track of all of your students' items at school? Buy
personal labels for your kids at campaigns.mabelslabels.com Choose our
organization from the list, Sycamore Valley Elementary Shark Fund, and
we’ll earn 20% from it!

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cC7bwGHB_h_LwVukSAxvHuk1lcFYgysEW0XKYOinAX1KSZp6c2kVmW7JWq3w4s-_gmTHBoDDQS3RIBGJIrNBTzy3xFryloySPKWPiN4TPvwcdmM07RlToC_yO0BmaGnnLcd_lAbu0VfTkfRXJmJyeViNTIPDElhN&c=T29XSLVMHqgYrNvCsRhiUItfbPqqhZlcP5IFx-Ju4sIVFDV-cTAndg==&ch=Ij6uadt3fYliq6OokHlK6gcKhTzPq3i8qzYfyxJW-3ya872Dqpk5Pw==


Library Corner

Your students have been so happy to be back checking out books, and I am so
happy to see them in the library each week! We are (mostly) back to our
routine of returning books, but please do remind your students before their
library day each week to return their book(s).
 
There are still several missing books from last year, and those reminders will
be coming home this week. Missing books will impact your student's ability to
check out new books until the book is found. replaced or the fine is resolved.
 
Our first book fair will be in the late fall, but in the meantime if you are looking
for new books for your home library, or have Literati credits left over, you can
shop here and help our library earn new books: 
https://literati.com/classroom?extAffiliateCode=SJG8YK

Take Care,
Jen Prindiville
Library Media Coordinator
Sycamore Valley Elementary

 
Sharky Shout Out:

Thank you to Jean Lee and Jyoti Rekhi and other SLAM volunteers
for putting on a great info night for our kids!

 

The next Site Council meeting will be announced soon.

===============================================
More information about Site Council is available at:

https://syes.srvusd.net/Families/Site-Council/Site-Council/index.html
 

https://applinks.literati.com/u/click?_t=63aaf4fbf62c4201a7ee39427cf73821&_m=c0f9e59f143a49219d7ba84f1e5a8baa&_e=QFaBlYnS8_irk87c7zXiGPrabjwnMPBukQxa5sINzYcAYQK2OU5czoIjUwgvQP29WJ6x85s6YbHWx-88xnZEBRs-AUGVMpM5iz_cY9qrZNMeumOdODhmw9plNhRZg2gconb73edAdpLoUSUkAj11Nw5FQ2KTXPeMH8-DeDH5-aEc1MowiagBAyZ-oP_l4pajoET8pUnIbKJPcPmDpfc3Foig3Pn7uV2HOw_jGbVkkSbsyME0nCaVXRd3mZpaNSNNqhole_F5vgUP7M48s_YDyHILVYYU8HlYIiyHgAEL7-cAneLpCbTs-bCkb2ahSs7boyOAvTxPQgB95zWmhwjUZOfDnlNjdvX4KvFsJcJFbvoO24Vx5KEcxcYAPutgFszpPOrS58tOejG7EXOERt1QDA%3D%3D


You are welcome to order school photos. Here is the link.
https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley

You will need to know your child's student number. This can be
found in your parent portal.
If you missed school photo on August 30th, we will have a
make-up day / retakes on October 11th.

 

Black Dragon Chess - Fall 2023
Chess classes will be offered Thursday afternoons 2:35pm - 3:35pm.
Chess class will be held in our school library.
Aug. 24 - Nov. 02, 2023
See attached flyer to sign up.

Chess Enrichment Class
=====================================================

Sports Camp - Fall 2023 - Start Date Sept. 21st
Description: This Multi-Sport program combines all your favorite sports into one
action-packed after-school enrichment experience. Each week participants will learn
the fundamentals of a new sport through PLAY! Sports include: Baseball,
Basketball, Capture the Ball, Dodgeball, Flag Football, Soccer, Volleyball, and
Ultimate Disc! Skyhawks Coaches provide a positive environment where young
athletes can develop at their own pace with lots of encouragement and a big focus
on FUN! Your child will leave with new skills, new friends, and a new love for
sports!  

Sports Camp Information
Sports Camp Flyer

 

https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/1b0d47f5-0291-44bf-a0f2-76eb9f18e738.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/fb0a2258-6f1c-493b-8038-b4fc73423c8b.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/3732275a-439a-4afa-ace6-6ba7a043624e.pdf?rdr=true


The Lost & Found rack is located at the front of our school near the MPR.

Please make sure that your child's name is
marked in their clothing.

Smaller Lost & Found items are in the Office.
Water Bottles and Lunch Boxes are on the shelf in the MPR.

 

Child Nutrition

Meals Provided @ Sycamore
Breakfast & Lunch will be provided at no cost to all students that

request a meal at school.

MENUS
 

For more information about the meals, please visit the Child Nutrition Website.
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-
Nutrition/index.html

Job Openings with Child Nutrition
Join the School Meals Team 
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